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"L aila Ali will be to female boxing what her father was 
to boxing:' - Richard Allen, owner, Los Angeles Boxing Club 

male boxing because she will draw a 
different crowd if there's a woman 
on the [men's] card. People will 
bring the kids, the family, a lot more 
people will show up. Laila has corne 
along at a time when Michael Jordan 
did wonders for basketball, Tiger 
Woods for golf, and the Williams sis­
ters for tennis. She will be bigger 
than all of them. [ have no doubt 
she will be the most recognized 
female athlete in the world." 

But does she have what it takes 
to be a great fighter? "Boxing needs 
someone who has the potential she 
has and can deal with it. Contrary to 
what people think about the kind of 
ink she's getting now, and the tele­
vision and radio coverage, this is just 
the tip of the iceberg. When she's 
developed into the type of fighter 
she's going to become- and believe 
me, she will take it as far as she 
can- she'll be in demand to perform 
all over the world." 

Does Laila have this same, all­
encompassing faith in herself? "[ 
know my dad's Muhammad Ali, but 
I'm trying to be the best fighter [ 
can be. I'm my own person and I've 
always lived my life as Laila Ali, not 
Laila, Muhammad Ali's daughter. [ 
know that you have to be a great 
fighter to put people in the seats, 
the way my father always did. [ 
intend to be the person good 
enough to bring in that many people 
who want to watch this sport. " • 

Tale of the Tape 

Age: 22 
Height: 5'10" 
Weight: 166 

Record: 3-0 

Oct. 8, 1999 - KO's April Fowler 
31 seconds into Round 1 
Nov. 10, 1999 - Wins by a TKO 
over Shadina Pennybaker with 3 
seconds left in Round 4 
Dec. 10, 1999 - KO's Nicolyn 
Armstrong in Round 2 

Proud of a 20-pound weight loss, Ali likes the way she looks. 
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